
Window opens for 5 days 
for application for 
construction permit

Received Application List 
published by FCC

FCC Divides List into 
competing and non-
competing applications

No Settlement

FCC Divides Licenses in 
equal parts, with no 
renewal

Original construction 
permit accepted for filing.

Construction permits 
granted

Apply on Internet

Window for partial 
settlements open 5 days

FCC finds 
Defect(s), 
Requests info 
in letter

Minor 
amendment 
submitted 
anytime 
(form 318)

Amendment 
received

Amendment 
Accepted for 
filing

Amendment 
Granted

Amendment 
Dismissed

Major Amendment 
submitted only 
during very rare
window
(form 318)

Construction permts to all 
parties accepted for filing.

Petition to Deny Filed by 
member of the public

Applicant responds  
(letter)

Petitioner responds

Further response of 
applicant (letter)

Construction permit 
granted

License to cover accepted 
for filing. 30 day window 
for “Petitions to Deny”
License to cover granted

Renewal by Postcard 
every 8 yrs

FCC 
dismisses 
Objection

FCC asks for more 
info

Petition for Reconsideration
(letter)

Reconsideration 
Accepted for 
Filing

Reconsideration 
Dismissed

Application
Dismissed

Applicant
responds

Applicant
does not respond

Apply on internet
(form 318)

Applicant needs to 
change location, board, 
or other info filed w/ 
FCC.  At any point 
either initated by 
applicant, or in 
response to a “Petition 
to Deny”, Informal 
Objection, or Dismisal.

  
  FCC ACTION

APPLICANT
ACTION
APPLICANT
ACTION

PUBLIC
ACTION

Legend

start or end
of process

30 day notice of 
opportunity to apply for 
construction permit

FCC makes 30 day noice 
to Partial Settlement 
Window

Some applicants for same 
channel submit contract 
to share time among 
some applicants

Window for universal 
settlements open 5 days

FCC makes 30 day noice 
to Universal Settlement 
Window

All applicants for same 
channel submit contract 
to share time among all
applicants

Applicant can build 
station any time within 18 
months
Applicant must file for 
license to cover within 10 
days of commencing 
regular operations

Non-Competing
Applications

Competing
Applications

No Petition to Deny Filed 
by member of the public

Applicant does not 
respond

FCC adds up “preference 
points”, selects tentative 
winning groups

Construction permits for 
some groups accepted 
for filing, other 
applicants dismissed30 day window to sumbit 

permissions to deny for 
public opens

Petitioner does not 
respond

If completed application 
with no settlement, there 
is no renewal

FCC 
dismisses 
Application

Low Power FM Application Process


