
SPEAK OUT! FCC HEARING IN
The Federal Communications Commission has always regulated the
radio dial in favor of big media corporations who want to use
-your- airwaves to sell you everything from toothpaste to
tractors.  In 2003, we came together to tell the FCC that we
OPPOSED their sneaky deregulation, which gave huge
corporations like Clear Channel and Disney the right to own
even MORE TV stations and newspapers.

What happened when we spoke out?  We won!  When the FCC
ignored our outcry and tried to give away our airwaves, we
took the battle to Congress and the courts.  The Supreme court
decided in our favor – the FCC had tried to consolidate the
media, without proving it was in the public interest.  The FCC
was back to the drawing board.

Now what?  Under new FCC Chairman Kevin Martin, the FCC is
trying to consolidate our media again.  But in Harrisburg, on
Friday, February 23rd, we have the chance to tell the FCC “No
to Media Consolidation” at one of the first official hearings
to take our testimony in over two years!   

Who cares?  You do.  On Friday, February 23rd, right in the PA
state capital of Harrisburg, you will have the chance to tell
the FCC what policies you want them to enact, and how the
media impact your daily life.  The FCC is obligated to take
your testimony into account when they make their rules.  NOW
is your chance to speak your mind in front of all five
commissioners, and to join in taking back American media.  
Where do I go?  
Date:   Friday, February 23rd, 2007
Time:   TBA, but likely 9.30 AM 
Location: To Be Announced, Harrisburg, PA
How do I get ready?   Check out http://www.stopbigmedia.com or
http://www.mediatank.org to learn about previous official and
unofficial hearings in Los Angeles, Nashville, and
Philadelphia!  

How do I get there?  Details to be announced, but
Philadelphia's premier media justice organization, Media Tank,
is putting together a Philly-Harrisburg bus the morning of the
hearing!  Rise bright and early and get a ride to stop the FCC
on the 23rd.  To make your reservation and for more details,
contact:

Bryan Welton
bryan@mediatank.org
215-563-1100 (work), 215-301-5263 (cell)

Harrisburg, 2/23, 2007
What do I say?  Groups like Free Press, the RainbowPUSH
Coalition, the Pennsylvania Public Interest Research Group,
Media Tank, Prometheus Radio Project, and other 
local organizations will be passing 
around talking points that help you 
discuss issues like this:
• How well are your local stations 
serving you?

• Is it hard to learn news 
about your neighborhood?

• How are communities of 
color portrayed in the 
media?

• How would your local 
neighborhood groups use 
a community radio station?

• Can you remember a story or 
an issue that didn't 
receive accurate or adequate
coverage,on the TV and radio
in your community?  How would 
a community radio station 
improve that coverage?

• How would a community radio station 
improve community access to local 
music, or volunteer organizations?

• If you know about an 
independent media
group (like Scribe
Video Center or 
a neighborhood 
paper), how 
does it 
strengthen the
community?

And remember, if 
the FCC allows 
big media
to own 
even 
more 
radio,
TV, and 
newspapers in your town, there will be less space for local
leaders and community organizations to get their own station!
You can tell the FCC to stop media consolidation and allow for
more chances for community radio.  How do I find out more?
You can learn more about this hearing by calling Free Press at
1.877.888.1533, or by visiting:  http://www.stopbigmedia.com!


