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Now is the time to pass the Local Community Radio Act. 

While the debate on how to revive the national economy has become increasingly partisan, Congress has been given the chance to pass a bipartisan bill that would revitalize local media across the country. The Local Community Radio Act, introduced in the House as H.R. 1147 by Representatives Mike Doyle (D-PA) and Lee Terry (R-NE) and in the Senate as S. 592, would give numerous community groups the chance to broadcast local music, news, and essential emergency information. Low-power FM (LPFM) radio stations are non-commercial stations run by people invested in their local communities. They broadcast approximately 3-5 miles using 100 watt transmitters. Today about 800 low-power stations broadcast alternatives to the 'piped-in content' of the major radio conglomerates. These stations, run by real people instead of computers, value community needs—not the bottom line. Due to restrictions placed on the licensing process, these stations only exist in rural areas
; the Local Community Radio Act would repeal unfair restrictions that Congress placed on the service back in 2000 and allow up to 3,000 new stations. Representatives Mike Doyle (D-PA) and Lee Terry (R-NE) reintroduced this legislation in February; the bill already has overwhelming bipartisan support with over 28 cosponsors from both sides of the aisle.  Other supporters of expanding LPFM include Senators McCain (R-AZ) and Cantwell (D-WA), all five FCC Commissioners, and President Obama, who also signed on to support this legislation when he was Senator of Illinois.

[Examples of community media in district from district]

[One of these two sentences depending on the district: Community radio is “the essence of localism,”  as co-sponsor Lee Terry puts it / Community radio “serve[s] the needs and interests of local communities," as co-sponsor Mike Doyle puts it. In these difficult times, that means not only improving local media but providing vital access to information, economic development, and community safety. As numerous big newspapers go under, sources of news in these turbulent times are that much more vital. Many LPFMs are underwritten by local businesses, helping to shore up local economies.

LPFMs have proven themselves to be vital, lifesaving tools during natural disasters. During Hurricane Katrina, an LPFM, WQRZ-LP in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, was the sole source of emergency information in Hancock County, one of the hardest hit areas in the wake of the hurricane. In other places LPFMs have been crucial sources of news and information during hurricanes and snowstorms. In Virginia, WRIR-LP has been entrusted by the City of Richmond to handle emergency communications during natural disasters as part of a five-year agreement.

This bill is long overdue. In the 8 years of limited LPFM service, low-power radio stations have revitalized local news, promoted local music, aided local businesses, and provided important public safety information. As the economy continues to slide, now is the time to build off this proven track record of success and expand community access to low-power stations across the country. With newspapers going under and job losses mounting, it's clear we're facing hard times. Giving local communities access to the airwaves to inform, entertain, and protect makes us all more capable to face the difficulties ahead. 

�Im not totally sure this is true? There are som e stations in suburban areas. I mean its much harder but some do exist I think?





