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PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICIALS ENDORSE LOW POWER FM 

RADIO EXPANSION – SIGN ON LETTER

This letter, authored by Brian Adam, the Emergency Operations Center Director for Hancock County, Mississippi, has been put forward as a petition letter for emergency response professionals and broadcasting experts to endorse, as they lend their support to low power FM radio.  To learn more about low power FM, and how these stations provide essential services in times of crisis, visit http://www.prometheusradio.org.

October 8, 2007

To whom this may concern:

As public servants working for the safety, protection, and growth of our communities, we believe that access to a locally-owned and locally-controlled radio station is an essential component of public safety.  For this reason, we support the expansion of low power FM radio (LPFM) stations to nonprofit groups, government organizations, and municipalities across the United States.

Please refer to the important example below when considering your deliberations as to whether or not you support expanding low power FM.

When the Hurricanes Katrina and Rita hit the Gulf Coast in 2005, the Emergency Operations Center of Hancock County turned to a low power FM station to provide the essential public safety information those rural communities needed..  

Hancock County was the hardest-hit area on the Gulf Coast.  In the hours after the storm, all lines of communication connecting Hancock County to the outside world were down – including cell phones, land lines, internet, police radio, and broadcast radio stations – except one.  Through the storm and in its aftermath, WQRZ-LP – a one-hundred watt radio station, licensed to the nonprofit Hancock County Amateur Radio Club – stayed on the air, thanks to the prodigious efforts of station operator Brice Phillips and a few dedicated volunteers.  While commercial and other larger radio stations did their best to serve their communities, doing great work across the Gulf area, it was the leadership of that LPFM station, and its local volunteers, that kept Hancock County informed.  

When disaster strikes, getting up-to-date and accurate information to citizens as quickly as possible is of utmost importance for public health and safety.  As emergency officials charged with coordinating emergency and recovery efforts, we are convinced that the immediate, accurate, and local information WQRZ-LP supplied during the storm saved hundreds of lives in Hancock County.   

WQRZ was the source of information for county residents, directing them to critical relief resources like food, water and ice, as well as to Red Cross, medical and rescue services.  Recognizing the opportunity to coordinate with this information source, Hancock County officials invited WQRZ to move its studio to the Emergency Operations Center, and petitioned the FCC to increase WQRZ’s signal coverage. The marriage of WQRZ-LP radio with the Hancock County EOC and the Public Information Office overcame many of the barriers facing emergency management’s ability to communicate en masse with the citizens of Hancock County. 
Many cities would like to take advantage of these inexpensive, reliable, diverse community radio stations – for culture, community, and technical training, as well as public safety.  The City of Richmond works closely with WRIR-LP – a community radio station – to provide emergency information to the city, in the event of a crisis.  

Unfortunately, low power FM station availability was limited from most cities when Congress opted to explore whether or not these new radio stations would interfere with those already on the FM dial.  Congress asked the FCC to prove that there was room for LPFM, which they did in 2003, with a $2.2 million taxpayer-funded technical study.  Now that the government has proved that there is plenty of room for more low power FM radio on the FM dial, we think it is high time for Congress to let the FCC give out licenses across the nation, and to let our communities expand their capability to communicate critical information the public in times of disaster.  

The expansion of low power FM radio is a goal that all Americans, and their elected representatives, can support.  And, as emergency service providers from many diverse areas, we encourage the government to stand behind one form of vital emergency communications that can serve our communities, from coast to coast – without costing the government a single penny more.  
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Signed,

Brian Adam

District 2 Supervisor, Hancock County, Mississippi

 5380 Kiln Delisle Rd., Kiln MS 39556

(228) 467-8200

Brian.Adam@hancockcountymseoc.com
Bobby Strahan

Director, Emergency Operations Center

Pearl River County, MS

601-403-2551

bstrahan@pearlrivercounty.net
Butch Loper

Mississippi Emergency Management

Director, Jackson County, MS

228-769-3111
Butch_Loper@co.jackson.ms.us

Ernest Jackson, Director

Emergency Management Agency

Elizabethton-Carter County, TN

423.542.1888

ekjacksonema@embarqmail.com
Glen Jennings, Director

Simpson County EMA

Mendenhall, MS 39114

601-847-3434

Ben Dudley, Director

Kemper County EMA

DeKalb, MS

1-601-527-2393

kemperema@arczip.com
Gary Galloway, Director

Newton County EMA

Decatur, MS

1-601-635-4301

k5xc@aol.com

Jeff Mayo

Neshoba County EMA

Neshoba, MS

601-656-3121

mayo_jeff@hotmail.com
Russ Thomas IPEM

Effingham County EMA
Effingham, Il

217-536-6169

esda@frontiernet.net
Greg Sanchez
Albuquerque EOC

Albuquerque, NM

(505) 833-7381

gjsanchez@cabq.gov
